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riorian Amlden a rich young banker p i

r t attructlve young unmarried man
f Ilaxlehurst a Middle West American

r n iti t to take day oft from bval-
r as i iiigc In hU favorite hobby pho

jfraphy iKnktnc does not appeal to him
i inuoh aa psychological studies and

ni l Cf poetry of which UM wrtttags of
tiri caning r his favorites The community
in which he lives not know na4-

Milion tt looks upon him aa a cautious
biKrr a til moneylovlna buataeaa man I
n af moon of June 87 UM therefor-
e tuker 448 local On board he insets

rattoaaily with a number
f MB tat ople At 5 that evening b

sere at Ehu Springs Junction to t h
the northbound limited While sttting

l ra on the pUtform b dose off to
sleep lulled Into unronackttMaMB by the

of many whose hum l ia-
ifhbi rlBg pond

and wahea up In a Pullman ear When
he of hia birth clothed only
ajniaa be ta by th porter who

to know hlin very well as Mr-
Branan ld discovers to his horror that
hr la on board of a trata bound fur
York that train is hue Owing to a
teav snow tnrin that hia well em hill
rah r sporty clothing aa wen a lte bft-

riK i marked with the of
ri

Rugear-
i rnrld that be Nut In hia poeketa a-
r r of lever np of them a letter
i Klnnina My Own tarring and signed
K irt th and ix teleg r adtlroaatd M-

V Hraaafteld thaftht IBWUU icnket at his
t rontalna a long thin porketbouk

vnif ne BraaaneUl ltll val Vnn y
vama and tn thia pocketbook la a nunfcrr-

lemomnda acribbled on a letter head of
Oil tu and a

n nr r of hundred dollar bills Wha-
t rear he New York h ia attll fawh-

tlfrt by nnding morning
8 1M1 flv later

of ht departure day
mtlehuivt He ia driven to

e the clerk and bell all addreaa
s Mr Braasfleld and evidently

him BeteL naturally
by th drift o events he

to think It over From Ms win
he a which reads Maatm

Ire Clairvoyant and Occultist AI
trite Solved Sud lrny struck with an

at

he of Hnieh la a hw gr akin
womaa s iim matotaes la color

hiiidM m Auildoa OK BraaafleW-
l j Though at majtod at Ami

mx horeM atMxr M tr a Mime
Mire lenda a ymp th l twius l

and calls ia her father Fr f lather
t remmnt
tent I then uaWer

me uf l Clir8
r tells her of his exist as Kn-

MraaaneUr In l white t
r oake n f hia story The p vt-

inMon mewta Judge Blotlcett rn M
from Haslehurat The jude fuses

k hands until r r elvp an p pta
f Amidon fara1 l avperan e-

Miiidon ienark M tory ll

i l h t awWenly be-
V left M t hum

vlth IK t l vt nn f
il It deveoia that

rv rich ran tn J llev41
f pveral lii feiM-

v i t rr tinn t WK-

f ll w it his return
h is rmnVi oa mate

staik f which h
r Mm rK yP-

wluii hy afme
f r and Judse W d

i jilf ha tr ubla in
vat Htiu be falls rewarlt

when he on s-

CEAPTXH XI Cajttiwtii
wa an Imnlled doubt as to her

i standing of hla position and the-

n iliSiiR made clear was that tile
i w bridge was up agai Ftariaw

n talking of the plan H gew
on ventilators

plumbing He drew flne and
r if 1 distinction between styles

The colonial wd he is not
ss indulg I in in great moderation

V v what 1 like about this la the
in which is held

iieok and ninlfled In the direction
the Greek fd il Those columns
porting the broad vVtlce hark

to the Parthenon dont they I
pv that taste flavor of the cites

rhp lit in much tlf s me won
wf in Vich sh had regarded

ri it tli linning of his outburst
r Hruw MI Was ii r ible that

IVPI of h r whom
r l i wn so Ht known blt-

v vim f avissfnl lif lit
it l WM for ini eon

int w in art arvl
ii iuf which had

n rli tin iiK lacking in his char
r j irtil tn htr It woi hl

n sn ni wn had he son
ib in inffs from her whoso

rnt fur IntdlectOal-
ipiv hv mehw resentment
iu bv iioart a she looked at

in1 v something in his
t r hTh not frnay bold

IK t We ar iian ib t tbl
no iie so tttvely in-

s ii r the future and surely
e one disclosed that he hail-

s end tha knowledge
I r ink the moon mwst be lettms

ok at other side tonight sal l-

f you been saving up the
t m1 poet itt you to show them

ine
ii no said be not at aB why

rvn knows these little things
v i go through the

f chambers Khali we
Not tonight If you please Let life
hy the tare again It wlU be H-

r end house dear Sometimes I think
prmd for Belle vnle aqd quite

raft I test too grand too elegant
or me-

VK then answered Florfan
a ii in conversational duty a dead

r tiling and went for It there and
Men wld huve such A-

i u r might to have it If not
b sir itirsHoninglv pa-

h irnv at Mm ar if misse-
lnnrthng of tin convincing in hi

th t vet sorfelt
It when u cave orders tot

uiiire weak IM Tffiirali ht
t lirt AjMi i was Very nr f

t Jo U on a hivii4
t se whi V be thought of ptr
water plac it in a wttinsj an-

mrt so cunriisly wrpagfct that
v ever Saw the Httte toner un

v nomted out to them
l MWH said ITtorfen when

VV in wanted tn 9nd no settinar ea-
r beam ifu f r n eaistHS ei-

TH that h w ts nillyia nobJy-
vifllv he houRht I i m getta

And wfcr eWTeretifc elr
1 roulfl be su In the t

fifth I knew alje a aa
rind is shes piy and

iitJful Pit altar all it te duty

In 5 eh a she went on
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acquaintances or not quite so
the case m y be with the r lives di-

luted by their many possessions
Yea said he expectantly
Before It comes to that she burst

forth her eyes wide and her hands
clasped in her lap 1 want to die
I could gather the fagots for the Are
and cuddle down by it on hasp of
straw by the roadside with the wan I

love and If I knew he loved me he
might beat me and I would bear It
and be happy In his vrength far
pier than in those chambers you
cf a moment age with an acquaintance
who happened to be called H

I would rather walk the
tHeta than that

Now a lovers quarrel requires lov-

ers on both sides Mad Amidon really
been one this crisis wouki have passed
naturally on to protestation eounttr-
uroteatation tears kisses embraces
reconciliation But all these things
take place through the Interplay of in-

stincts none of which wa awakened
In Ftoriaii So he sat forlorn and
said nothing-

I am going to let you go home
pow said she rising I gave out
the date of the wedding a you

tbe day after you went away
If It were not for that I should ask
you to watt a while until the house to
finished or even longer A it is
you mustnt be surprised If I say
something surprising to you soon

I assure you began Amidon
4 Good night my

lie had schooled himself for this
farewell and remembering what
Madam le Claire had told him had
decided on a course of action The
two had walked out Into the nail ana
he had put on his topcoat Now he
went bravely up to her send stooped to
kiss tfer

She raised her face to his again
the feeling that this man was only a
mere acquaintance passed into her be-

ing aa she looked into his eyes
turned her lips away But Ftorian
as the feeling of strangeness impress-
ed her lost it himself In the contem
plation brief but irresistible of
upturned lips with their momentary
invitation so soon withdrawn Tbe
primal man In him awoke Hj arm
tightened about the lissome waist the
divine form in the creamy silk on
which he had only now almost feared
to look he drew to him no tightly as
almost to crush her and with one palm
be raised the averted face to his and
made deliberate conquest of the lips
of vivid red Once twice three times

and then she put her hands against
his shoulders and pushed him away
Her face flamed

Eugene sh exclaimed
Good night he answered my

darting good night
And he ran down the street in

ii conflict of emotions he betty
knew whither he went

CHAPTER XII
0 tie Firm Grated sf Basiaasa-

Qfc merry A was In in w ad-
whea the gobjta and

When th hawMod th jsx Uwid
flood and the dryad dwelt tn the

Ant minter far I the trolley ear m It
roots the witch from weld

And th dm of the hammer sad th fill
ridaWa etemr a they banish th wart
kotoM-

Oh a ammn Mr jmycttlc 4t
Js a breath f the air oC the w rM irf bush

It is recorded In the last chapter that
Mr Amidon ran front Miss WaMrn
pressure In such a state of agttatioN
that he hardly knew whither he went
To the reader who wonders why be
was agitated I have only to hint that
be was wretchedly inexperienced And
as it was he soon got his hearings gad
walked briskly toward his hotel still
however in a state of mind entirely
pew to him

Gradually he lessened his gait
In mental reconstructions of his

parting with Elizabeth The Hon
which white affectionately itching the
hand which t r ss w it brings
blood and at the reverts in-

stantly to its normal savagery Is acted
on by impulses much Uk those of Ami
dan His thoughts were successions of
moving pictures of the splendid girl
whom he had held In him arms and
kissed He saw her sitting by the Are
as ht entered Nix minds eye dwelt
on the image of the strong full
and the lovely head and wondrous
eyes He felt her loan against hint as
they stood by table and his arms
fairly ached with thrill of that
purling embrace His lips throbbed
still with the halfravished kisses and
he stopped with an insane Impulse to
return and repeat the tender robbery
Then wondering at the turbulence bf
his thoughts he walked on

Pouring this pause he was dimly con-
scious that a person whom be had
seen approaching had the point
of meeting and after a moments halt
had passed on As he resumed his
walk he heard rapid steps behind him
and was passed by a man who strongly
resembled the passenger whom he had
Just met This figure turned a corner-
a few rod In advance of Ftorian and
almost Immediately reemerged bav

turned apparently for the purpose
of encountering Amidon once more

up and halted
facing Amidon

Youll be at the office In the morn-
ing T suppose Mr Brassfleld r
the man

the office said Amidon aiy
office

WM this new acquaintance rvor-
W44Mj tn which indtoat 4 a co

sense of perpnmal jryt youd
better eenie nrepared to flit my place
In the ertaWtehment aa soon as
siNe

This statement was followed by n
pause of the sort usuaUy adopted

purpose of noting th of
startling utterance Arokktfi was

soling in lute pocket for Eiisibeths
letter and UM affaire of

w BrassfleM Oil Company hA little
interest for him Tet he dimly real
l pd that some one waa resigning
something

loot n see said he muslaglr
what 4o you
The man gave a aort of hop of the

kind we hive been taught to expect of
stag when the bullet strikes him

DoT he snorted What do I do
do i do Ho you mean tc-

VH what I do I set together op
for yeti sad send you cipher

about ni and aent eet any
answers fut stoeklioWen met
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tings and whipanwed by mlnoritla
because you are dead to the world
off there In New York the Lord
knows where and dont furnish me
with proxies I stay here and try
to protect your interests when you

em and you send some white
headed old reprotmt of a l ink lo
man to shadoW me for a week ald tty
to pry into my work And when you
get home you never sbo at
counting roam lha u i you know what
a pickle thing are In IV

meet you on the street I cut dead
thats whut I do AiM It ds

IT hi ha Not If J B Stevens
knows himself I dont Ooad RjghX-

Mr Come round in the
morning and 111 s ow you what I

doAfter the speaker had rushed awajr
which meoMUiHiUydM fallwwttiic
this outburst AmMttTs mind eVert d
to and not until Ii had
reached his room dd his thou1 k re-

turn to his encounter in the streefc
and then l Va only to IrmiaVt If this
man Stevens was rcuHy oT aiiK ia

and If a breJ b With Win
was a matter of any conae uAice

Mils mind soon drifted IC from this
however and he got ou of bed to turn
on the lights and read the nb ne4a 8
boned letter And aa he read il
grew ashamea flint embrace thUie
kisses now seemed an outrage t
Was this his return for sweet
ooaAd ces the revelations of Wdtfaji
things with which had honored
him You forget this
had written only at such of
tenderness as yonwjH sometimes have
when you ate and Wbsjn
you see me again without a
word or look from me knor me

than 4o y urt7
after this he had permitted al
lurement to fly to his brain and had
given her reason to think that because

had lowered hr guard he had
struck aer a dastards blow eyes
grew soft with pity and they moist-
ened as he reputed to himself Poor
little girl poor little girl

Oh yes doubtless It was ifc
him but please to remember thi af
was quite as far from being bias a

as we used to be sea

Juet now becoming really In lave with
Elizabeth And love s nurh nearer

ur
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kin to pity than pity ia to love So h
lay there and pitied Elisabeth and
wondered when the wedding was to be
He must have Clara fled this out from

And he thought regretfully
of Madame l Claire His reflections
thus touched on the two most
women in

Ts hypnotist he had become o
much titers than a ease merely
that a revulsion of feeling was
in lnt bringing him here to be
turned over to a woman for whom he

nothing It was a shame she
thought It was something which n v

tine had a right to expect of any girl
And Elizabeth Waldron still sat by

the dying fire her heart full of a
sighting which would not let her sleep
She felt humbled and Insulted and
face burned HS did heart But
all the time she felt angry with her-
self for her inconsistency She had
kmaed for Kugenes letters and when
they came so few and cold she was
grieved She had expected a dose

caresses even before he left her
carriage and she wad saddened
because she missed them She had
thought of his coming in on her In a
manner quite different from that In
which he had actually crept into her

her hands she had felt defrauded
and robbed And when a parting he
had somewhat forcibly it 1

true whit she had many times
and what she had all the time

wanted ot him tilt outraged and
offended

These thoughts kept her long by
Art nccompanted her to her
chamber Kllzib ih Waldron silt
she to mirror u are going in

Arent YOU ashamed that
when be has shown his love and un-
derstanding of the things you love att i
try to understand and surprised yow
by the nns osi ton of the very qualities
you haVe felt secretly regretful on

of his not bavins that your feel
that way What ails that you

begin feel toward the dearest men
in all the world as If e were H
stranger Ah but you do you do
And youll never be happy with him
nor even make hits happy And ohl
that letter that letter That avfut
letter for aim to read on the cars If
you hfid never written that

Wlws my managers nimeiStev-
ensT Mr Amidon of Judge Blod-
cett Yes Weil Im going to
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trouble with him T wont be bnltiaa
by my clerks And Is the next

Ahlerson said the judge
in the you know

And very convenient too said

Miss Strong answered the Judg
Strong Strong said Amulet ua-

Rly rrh author I beUevte b the

jud positively but
yWeH

bets so downer perhaps I
had better go afcsne said F1-

Tteaaie down in an limit
k

Die lodge for tits n t timev
of returning conHdence-

W Jimidcta4 itwulner COB

u Vlf Seat w s
oT Unfiibie sad toUcHibfe-
in title ol g down tu business la the
tncininc likaa ordinary American
and rising t the
attS4K tads tn bUn bje this matt
St v nKNn tlh street taxi night

f can ere4Mi In the
toMn ia thought i e when tn employe
diner use such Utopias his

a great steadier of th nrrv s
times tTe walked couuiiiK

saw his name and the word
Private oti the glass of a certain

door w nt boldly beyond It tuu
followed by a woman with a
note book and peach Pr sentiy in
came Mr Stevens without knocking

Meres soother pretty howtoo-
h rxcialuted witiMHf any greeting

an angry matt You

were la New York and ititnt The
papers aw back with a notice tint the

ia off exc t at a lower price
Ilowm I to make tn th ng of this

Inca Id like to kjiow if yfei-

itnidon toss surtffie d that Stevens
iwaa ignoring liia threat t resign but
he wav tIm in his aalution to enforce

that he biaM-
as en so a state of f jiirH w-

ftmier control r 4 the lyxtiry of as

vMr SSnvtns said he sternly have
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the kin lnes to r jd what is
n that door
Though h had no need air Stevens

gREed in astonishment at the word
Private

Kindly ask Mr Aldcrson to step
here a moment went on Mr Amidon

Stevens stood mute but Alderaon
overheard and came

You may draw Mr Stevens a sal-

ary chock to date and a month In

advn c in lieu of notice said Mr
Amidon Mr Stevens you are no
longer in the employ of this concern
frj Alderson you may take charge

a successor to 3alr Stevens is
found I should now regard It as a
favor If I might have my private office

to myself and my stenographer
took the paralyzed Stevens

by the shoulders and walked him out
Into i he main omce AmMon spirits
rose as he waited for the check to
euro in for his signature the stabbed
Ills letters with the paperknife and
felt in a blissful state of general to-

mirrectlon The subjection of tile
pdt fortnight seemed to fall
him After he had signed

turned to Miss Strong
If you please smid he in

of tense stridency I will
few letters

The stenographer who to
regard the events of the past few
minutes as nothing short of a cata-
clysm fiutterhigty leafed overherbook
and just as Amldon begun wondering
what he could think of to put into a
letter burst into tears Amidon
dried his desk with a hang and giv-

ing Aldernon orders covering his ab
settee walked out into the streets
full of the joy of gratified destructive
newi He met Alvord and

agreed to go with Wm to the
lodge that evening He flnally found
Rtodgett and informed him of what
had been the result of his first
ing in the office

Well its your business Plortan
said be hut youll need somebody who
knows something about your affairs
And if you go oo attending lodge meet-
ings where you dont know the pass-

words and nosing into houses where
you dont intend to go anti dlscbarg

all the trusted men n your
youll soon have story things to

attend to than a eourtJ of mat eri ts
and aa elderly lawyer can take earn of
But Its your affair Ive ktv wn you
tob long to trj to turn you when you
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get one if your tantrums on fwe-

smasltve ougbj to be worth selling
anyhow

Platte Th off n It
that by HT y st

iit b

thereby W build our tobyaar d wort and spell and
ft invoyed of ounemrt

Its entfiH bedcd sbuut with dra df J
paths

And ever In rhrhMin it tnsd chap
Uv drtpirfnc rnr anT yt a e 4Be aw
Shall it br that es U4 vifM
May fcr ak our froth and HvT Never sty

Vision rf

The Beltevale Lddge of the Ancient
6rder of nrisiari Manyr held Itp-

inettlbg fr Wopper x a ta
Mr Alvor all l for Amt

400 at Hxhtjriind took Ji i ut aft bi-
flkddne1 e would 4 f business r
piiice by w rfl sa the ulinMpher-
nf mystery Aah4 omuanl w

inta an ote obm an4 were
broad rolUtn
r pded metal a d w to-

he felt a good deal i M soy They
walked into Jodgeroom where twen
tynve or thirty me similar

ls s t smoking chatting
Ah aemd to know him but much
to his relief before he could be in-

cluded In conversation the gravel
fell certain enea with more liborat
jewels aqd wore ornate than
the rest toolf higherbacked and more

upholstered chair at tbe tout
sides of the another stood at the
door and stilt pother m compkrt
uniform with sword and belt began
hustling the members to seats

The Deacon Militant sold ttte
wielder of the gavel will report if all
present are known and tested members
of our Dread and Mystic Conclave

All Most Sovereign PontiOV re-
sponded tbe Deacon Militant who
proved to be the man ta the uniform

certain strangers who
within the vctPin o sacred baa

the 8 ivef l tlirr and if bret

l M ked about for-
e ing none

xmlof Mt

oq stoubabte P

VII potent

I

J

of

ta
Cried

wept

f

coq

highly

appear
ett r

xutecJ

lit atfftU of

CIAPTR
Thpl axtyrdem 9

ne am-
ane ater rased

Never Patio tiTeat Spu jmuii Ora Latour
topebd

The horrors

step

soul
Cesimo

it
lr0 Wing

hit
given

fro u wh tit acre
badges

the
with

tar and

the

roam

save

t foe tnatttiMl

al gar

<

<

>

> >

¬

¬

°

°

In vviitily watched the Mil
nt iifflcir walking in the mil-

itary fa luun which as patristU lit-

erature teaches w adapted bv the
early CbrisCUwa and turning square

and the Aaosta receibtonered
passwords from the tfas or three
strangers and with a salute
announced that alt had been
put to the test and welcomed Then
for he first time remembering that be
was not among the strangers o far
as known to the lodge Amidon
breathed freely and rather regretted
the absence executions

Bring forth the Mystic Symbols of
the Order was tbe next
The Mystic Symbols were placed on a
stand in the middle f the room and
turned out to be u gilt fish about tbe
nc of a fourpound bass a Jar of
huawn bones and a rolledup scroll
paid to contain the Gospels The
aa explained by the Militant
typified a great many things connected
with early Christianity and served

as a reminder of the password
of the order The relics In the jar were
the bones of martyrs The scroll
the Boot of the Law Amidon was

impressed the solemn gated

ornate ritual and he dreadful symbols
sent shivers down his inexperienced
and unfraternai spine Breaking tat

with uninitiated eyes as he bad done
now seemed more and more a crime

There was a Opening Ode which

awe and an order of business s4-
rnuily gone through Indcr the head

Good of the Order the visiting
ttren spoke as if It were a class

meeting a they giving testimony
fio of them volubly reminding

the assembly of the great principles of
the order and the mighty work it had
already accomplished In ameliorating-
the condition of a lost and wandering
world Amidon felt that he must
been very blind in falling to note this
work until it waa arced on his
notice but he made a mental apology

the way Brassfleld said Mr
Slater during a recess preceding the
initiation ef candidate you want to
give Stevens the best got m the
Catacombs scene Will you make It
just straight ritual or throw in some
of those specialties of yawn

Stevens Catacombs gaaped
don special ties I

J wish eouM have bM i
when I waa
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Mater I dont see how any tine but
a professional actor or a person with
your dramatic gifts can do that part
at nil it a so sort of ripping and and

ou know 1 loot forward te
your of It with a good deal
of pleasurable anticipation

You dont expect m todo U o-

yowT asked Amidon
Why who else wan the counter

questlon We cant be t
play on the bench the heat man in
PennsylvanIa in that part caa w

Cone Brassfiftd said Sover-
eign Pontiff get on your regalia for
the Catacombs We are about to b-

Si
vOn say now said Amidon try-

ing to be offhand about It HMH-
Kat somebody else

Whats that Some one elae Very
likely we shall Very HfcefyV dried the
Sovereign Pontiff with scorn
the regalia and no nonsense

I I may bt called out a any Mo-
ment urged Amidon amidst an out
cry that seemed to indicate a breach
with toe Martyrs then and there
There are reasons why
Edgtngtun took him aside la

any truth in this tory said be that
have had some trouble with tt

vena end discharged
Oh that Stevens Rasped Amidon

a if the whole discussion bad hinged
on ticking out the right one among
an army of Stevens Its trae
and I cant help confer tbU

Edgington whispered to the Sovereign
and the announcement was

made that in the Catacombs
Brother Brassfleid would be excused
and Brother Bulliwlnkle substituted-

I know I never in arty plane of
consciousness saw any of this or
knew any of these things thougM-
Fforian It is incredible

Conviction however was forced on
him by the fact that he ws now mad
to don a black domino and
and to march tinbeaded
near with a tub of similar

to examine the candidate who turned
out to be discharged Stevens
sitting in an anteroom foolish and
apprehensive and looking withal mud
a ISP had done in the countingroom
He fras now asked the leader of
the II in a sepulchral tone several

Ioten
rendition

Pontiff

the

b

expected

tas

you

Come

theta

you
him

Yes

scene

mask
carryings

figures

¬

¬

l trinit questions among oth ra
whether he brli veil in a supreme b-

iiC Stevens gulped and said Yes
He was asked If hf war prepared-
to endure ary ordeal to which he
might be subjected and warned that
unless he possessed nerves of steel
h vJjiad better turn for which
measure there was ver time Stevens-
in a faint voice uidlcit d hit he was
ready for the worst and Jesred to so-

on all except A nidon In awe
sore accents intoned Be brave an1
obedient and all yet be well
and they passed into t ktfsje

AmJdon now thoroughly
impr fled and wondered whether 3t v-

ena would be able to endure the ter-
rible trials hinlVd at

Clad a a white robe typifying in-

nocence and marching to minor
music ayed upon a piano Stevens
was times around the
darkened roon stopping from time to
time at station of some omcer to
receive highly improving lectures
Every time he was If be were
willing to do anything or believed
anything he said Yea Finally
with the Scroll of the Lw in one

and with resting on
the Bones of Martyrs surrounded by
the brethren whose drawn swords and
leveled spears threatened death h
repeated an obligation which bound
him not to do a great thin

To Amidon it seemed really awful
albeit somewhat florid in yl and
when Alvord nudged him at pas-
sage In the obligation be resulted it
as an irreverence Then ha noted taut
it was a pledge to maintain the sanc-
tity of the family circle of brother
Martyrs and AJvords of
the night to the obligation as
affecting Association with the

strawberry blonde took on new and
tearful meaning

Stevens seemed to be vibrating be-

tween fright and a tendency to laugh
aa the voice of some wellknown ted
lowcittaen rumbled out from behind-
a deadly weapon He w march
out to the same mirror music and
the first act ways ended

The realty esoteric part ef It Amid
on felt was to 4 meas he could see
no reason for making a secret f
these wary solemn lad edif wr
ters mwwBs i ry much the
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exprrtaaey toCormeA that tae
next degree would tee Ma e ea1 rteg
Tie highly ia th let
terThe next dtm oacd VtcmM heel
winkei and t e room Midst lie was
btformei that he was te
minim familiar to the early
ktid mu t hake his way and m
darkness following the CIu of Faith

waa placed In his This
Clue was a white cord similar to the
sort uses by mason to the boCdlaar-
IradeM He groped Ms way

to the station of the next jfftcajr
who warned him of the deadly c ma-
tueneen of Thence JM
made his way onward holding to the
Clue of Faith ttrtn to4fched a tit
gear of wove sort which let dmra
him an rvalancbe of tinware and e
light and noisy articles which

iln so that started M WB

and ras dexterously tri e4 by
Deacon Militant and a seear and
cnugiit a net neld by two oiiieTB A-

tKyn ran about the reins
Obey thundered vice pOAtttf
and all will be
Stevens resumed the Clue At tle-

xtatloti of the next officer x whips it
brought him the nature of faith Wl
explained to nlm and he wag jived U e
password lehtbus wl tsj erd vH3n
all bt that part of raotr onolt Urt r
Ute interdicted syllables But b wi a-

fcdjured never never U utter t usfat
to tli Guardian of the Portal onei-
terlu the lodge to the Deaostt
tant on opening threat frt-
nemher when be Stevens sbouk-
vome sovereign pontttC Thea m 3
faced toward th vice poatWf and to
to answer loudly and KstiacOy it
gue tionu aak d him

What is tbe lesson Inculcated fc
this Depot asked the VePofUlt
horn the other end of the room

Obedience shouted Stevens ra-

icbthos responded Stevens
A u of stage thunder sounds

deafeningly over his bead The
was swept by a storm of bass

cries of Treason Tre soa
echoed from every side Poar Steve
tottered end fell into a chair places
by the Deacon Militant H saw th
enormity of the deed of shame ba ha
committed lie had told password

You have all heard this treason
said th Sovereign Pontiff la the deep-
est of chest tones a treason unknowr
in all the crvturie of the past Whit
it will of the conclave

I would imprecate on traitrr
head said a voles from one of
hiahbaeMed chairs ancient
of the

Doom doom tt iaow i
holding the oo In a mast 14w i
curdling way Pronounce eVmur

One fate and one p-

nounee4 the Sovereign Pontiff e byours Brethren let Mm
encased in the Chest of CiaJtltiHf
Chains and hurled from
Rock to oe dashed in fragments a
its stony

Amidrns horror modified bv OH
evidences of repressed rlee with willet
thl was received Yet IM
felt a good deal of concern aa
brought out a great threw th-
stmggltng Stevens Into it slammed
down the ponderous lid and locked It

kicked at the lid but said
nothing The members leaped wttfc-
J A great chain was brought and
wrapned ciankinvlv about the CBM-

I t m nut now yelled the Chris
Han Martyr l t me out damn von

Doom dooooom toured th
voters and said the Sovereign Pnt A-

In ire totes Proceed with

Xow the chest was slung ttp to a
hook in the cening and gradually

back by a pulley until t was
far above the heads of the nee
i halos meanwhile clanking continually
against the receptacle from which

forth a stream of smothered

hurl him down to tbe traitors
death shouted the SovtrHrc Pontiff
The chest was loosed and swung tike
a pendulum lengthwise of the room
down almost to the flcor and nr nearly-
to the ceilings The profanity now turn-
ed Into a yell of terror The Martyrs
slapped anthers backs and gr w
blue in the face with laughter At a
signal a light box was where
the chest would crush it which it did
WIth a sound like a small railway eel
li ton the chest was stopped and the
lid rat

Let the body receive Christian
ial said the Sovereign Pontiff Our
vengeance Creases with death

ThU truly Christian sentiment was
received with universal approval
Death seemed to all good place at
which to stop

Brethren said the Deacon Militant
aa he struggled with the resurgent
Stevens there seems some Ute here
Methinks heart and

The remainder of passage for the
ritual was lost to Anakion by reason of
the fact that Stevens had placed one
foot against the Deacons stomach and
hurled that august officer violently to
the floor

Let every test of life be spoiled
said the Sovereign Pontiff Perchance
some higher will than ours decrees hta
preservation Take the body hence fer
a time If possible restore him to rife
ard w will Ills fate

The recess which followed was clear-
ly necessary to afford an opportunity-
for the calming of the risibilities of Ute
Martyrs The stage too had to be re-
set Amidons ethnological studies lied
not equaled his reading in belleslet
tres and he was unable to see the deep
significance of these from an his-
torical standpoint and that be was
a survival of those orgies to which our
painted and akinclad anceatcrs d-

votefl themselves hi of religious
frenzy gaaed at by the cavebear and
the mammoth Th un Instructed Ami
don regarded them an imoaeeivaMe
horseplay While thus Iw mused Ste-
vens who was still hoodwinked and be-
ing greatly belectured on the virtue
of Faith and the duty of Obedience

on his ordeal
He was now informed by the office

at the nth end of the room that V-
ery man ascend into the Moua
thins of Temptation and he tested b
fore he be pronounced At ff
companionship with Martyrs

a weary climb heavenward war
before Mm sad a great trial of
Oddity On his patience daring ants
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